DECLASSIFIED

PA/HO Department of State
E.O. 12958, as amended
September 6, 2007

N T o~ - 2
k- R %
By. J jg,
Department of State :
TELEGRAM :
; %
' %
G 730 N\ £
\ ‘\,u:
PAGE @1 ALGIER @549 21 OF g2 2815112 N X §§§§
59 ﬁQ M
ACTION AF=i3 \J éi'
INFO OCT-81 EUR-2p SS-l4 NSC-|l# CIAE-02 INR=Qg E?Wﬂ\\sq
RSC«@1 EA=|1l NEA=29 E~-1| (=03 PRS=0] Alp- RSR-21 | O
e \
/121 W
T DT o -- @3'}@!7 §
P R 281333Z MAR 72

FM USINT ALGIERS

TO SECSTATE WASKDC PRIGRITY 7170
INFO AMEMBASSY LUNDON

AMEMBASSY PARIS

AMEMBASSY RARAT

AMEMRASSY TRIPOLI

AMEMBASSY TUNIS

SRS S ECTION | OF 2 ALGIERS 2540

FROM NEWSOM

SUBJECT® MEETING WITH BOUMEDIENE

I+ SUMMARY: IN HOUR THREE QUARTER MEETING WITH ME

MARCH 27 PRESIDENT BOUMECIENE PRAISEC PRESIDENT NIXAN'S
CHINA INITIATIVE, GAVE US CREDIT FOR PROGRESS ON VIgT
NAt, STATED BELIEF WE COULD D0 MUCH ~ORE ON PALESTINE
PROBLEIs HE WAS POSITIVE ON BILATERAL RAPPORT, BUT

Va3UE ON TIMING AND CIRCUMSTANCES ANY RESUMPTION
RELLATIONSe ACTION: NONEe« EAND SUMMARY

2+ PRESIDENT BOUMEDIENE ASKED

PRESIDENCY MARCH 27. ONLY OTHER PRESENT WAS IDRISS

JAZAIRYs COUNSELOR TO PRESIDENT, WHO SERVED AS
INTERPRETER.

ME SEE HIM ALONE AT

3+ PRESIDENT NIXUN'S LETTER OF MARCH
ARRIVED ALGIERS, BUT I GAVE PRESIDENT PHOTOCOPY, EXpLAIN-
ING DELAY IN POUCHs AND EMPHASIZING KEEN INTEREST BnTH
PRESTIDENT AND SECRETaRY OF STATE IN RELATIONS wITH
ALGERTA PRESIDENT ACCEPTED SURSTITUTE, EXPRESSED P) EASURE
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AT MY VISIT, HIS FIRST DIRECT CONTACT WITH SENIOR AMERICAN .

DIPLOMAT SINCE BREAK IN RELATIONS.

4 IN OPENING REMARKSs I STRESSED UeSe SEARCH FOR NrW
PATHS TO PEACE, MINIMIZING DIFFERENCES AND SEEKING

BASES FOR FRIENDSHIP FOUNDED ON MUTUAL INTEREST AND
RESPECTe 1 EMPHASIZED NO NATION CAN CHANGE COURSE WITHOUT
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT PAST ORLIGATIONS AND NATIONAL SpCURITYe.
WE WQULD, THEREFORE, CONTINUE NUR PRESENCE IN EUROPr

AND MEDITERRANEAN, UNTIL TWERE IS CLEAR PRUGRESS IN

WORLD SECURITY AND DISARMAMENT, REMAINING WILLING Ay

SAME TIME DISCUSS ALL ASPECTS WORLD SECURITY PROBLEMSSs
WITH ISRAEL AND AFRICAN PROBLEMS IN MIND, I STRESSEnR
LIMITATIONS ON UsSe INFLUENCE ON BASIC POLICIES OTHeR
NATIONSs» PARTICULARLY wWHEN THEIR OwN VITAL INTERESTc
INVOLVED. FINALLY,» NOTING DEBATE IN UeSe ON NATIONA(
PRIORITIES, I ASSURED PRESIDENT UseSe WOULD CONTINUE PLAY
VITAL ROLE IN WORLD, EMPHASIZING PARTICULARLY, AND
INCREASINGLY, ECONOMIC ASPECTS.

5e¢ EMPHASIZING PRESIDENT NIXON'S ERA OF NEGOTIATIONg
AND SEARCH FOR GENERATION 0F PEACE, I OUTLINED CURReWT
POLICIES WITH RESPECT VIET NAM, MIDDLE EAST, SOVIET
UNJON, AND CHINAe ON VIET WNAM, I STRESSED UNWILLINGHESS
NORTH VIET NAM AND VIET CONG GENUINELY TO NEGOTIATE,
DESPITE SUBSTANTIAL PROOF OF OUR DESIRE FOR SETTLEMpENT.
PRISONER ISSUE OF VITAL IMPORTANCE, aUT WE wOULD NOT
WALK AWAY FROM AND DEPOSE SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMET3
WE BELIEVED PEOPLE OF SQUTH SHOULD HAVE OPPORTUNITY
GENUINELY TO EXPRESS THEIR OWN WILL. ON MIDDLE EAST,
UeSe HAD SHOWN RESTRAINT, SOUGHT PEACE, RECOGNIZED
IMPORTANCE OF PALESTINIANS, BUT ARAR RESPONSE TO Us S
SFFORTS HAD BEEN DISAPPOINTINGs RELATIONS WITH SOVIgT
UNIOM, IN ANTICIPATION OF VISIT, WERE POSITIVE WITH
SALT TALKS PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT. ON CHINA; I READ
PRESIDENT VERSION IN FRENCH OF BRIEFING OGN VISITe.

be ON BILATERAL PLANEs I STRESSED GROWING MUTUAL
INTEREST WHICH BALANCES UsSs NEEDS FOR ENERGY AND wWiTH
ALGERIAN REQUIREMENTS FOR TECHNICIANS, CAPITAL, AND
MARKETSs RECOGNIZING WHAT ALGERIA HAS UDONE IN SETTLING
CLAIMS, IN UPGRADING INTERESTS SECTION WASHINGTON AnD IN
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MODERATING POSITION TOWARD UeSe ON SEVERAL SSUESs 1
STREGSSED UsSe HAD ALSO TAKEN SIGNIFICANT AND UNUSUA[
STEPS TO FACILITATE ECONOMIC RELATIONS: ENCOURAGING
PRIVATE ENTERPRISE AND TECHNICIANS: PROVIDING CCC CogDITS
FOR WHEATs POSITIVE ATTITURE ON IBRD AND ALGERIA® PpRMIT=
TING UeSe FIRMS BID ON AIR DEFENSE CONTRACT: EXIMBAnK
INTEREST WITH POTENTIAL BEYOND $8¢¢ MILLIONs AND

OFFICIAL EXPRESSION OF CONFIDENCE IN ALGERIA AS ENEnGY
SOURCE+ PROBLEMS IN APPRCVAL NATURAL GAS DEALS STEMmED
NOT FROM LACK OF CONFIDENCFE IN ALGERIAs BUT FROM INTERNAL
QUESTIONS FLOWING NATURALLY FROM FACT UsSe FOR FIRST

TIME WOULD BE IMPORTING SUBSTANTIAL GUANTITIES LNGe
EAGLETON

b

’REPR'OOLK;'EP AT THE NATIONAL ARGUIVES
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7+ HAVING STRESSED wHAT wE HAD DONE aND FPERSONAL INTEREST
PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY, I EXPRESSED STRONG HOPE IN
WASHINGTON THAT NEW UeSs INITIATIVES IN INTERNATIONAL
FIFELD AND GROWING ECONOMIC RELATIONS MIGHT SO0ON PRCyIDE
JASIS FOR RESUMPTION NGRMAL DIFPLOMATIC RELATIONS.

& BOUMEDIENE TOOK TOPICS IN TURNe On VIET NAM HE
RECALLED HE HAD TOLD VISITING AMERICANS IN 1966 THEY

WERE ON WRONG TRACK IN SEEING VIET WAM AS PROBLEM WiTH
COMMUNISTS RATHER THAN AS NATIONALISTIC STRUGGLEe AT SAME
TI¥E IN CONTACTS WITH NVhs HE HAD STRESSED THAT UeS.,

AS MAJGR POWER, MuUST B8E GIVEN CHANCE WITHDRAW GRACErULLYe
RECOUNTING ALGERIAN EXPERIENCE, HE SAID NO NATIONAL ST
WILL TRUST ELECTIONS WHILE TRGOPS OF "IMPERIALIST®

POWER REMAIN IN COUNTRY. AT SAME TIME, ALGERIANS GAVE
FRANCE MANY CONCESSIONS TO PERMIT THEIR DEPARTURE.
VIFTNAMESE SHOULD DETERMINE FUTURE, ALTHCUGH HE DID NOT
SEE ANY EARLY UNION BETWEEN NORTH AND SQUTH.

—_
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9¢ WHEN I REITERATED FLEXIBILITY OUR RESPONSE,, FEE( ING

THAT NORTH VIET NAM NOT PREPARED NEGUTIATE IN GOOD cAITHs AND
IMPORTANCE PRISONER 1SSUEs» HE REPLIED HE HAD NIS-ADYMEISED PRISONER
SSUE WITH NVNe THEY CANNGT GIVE

WAY ON THAT SINCE IT IS "THEIR ONLY CARD™ T RRING

ABOUT UeSe WITHDRAWAL BOTH OF TRQOJPS AND SUPPORT FOc

THIEUe THEN HE ASKED: “WOULD WE ACCERPT ANY GOVERN~-

MENT IN SOUTH VIET NaM?" I REPLIED WE HADR PROPOSED
INTERNATIONALLY SUPERVISED ELECTIONS AND WE WERF PRc-

PARED ACCEPT ANY GOVERNMENT SOUTH VISTNAMESE CHOSE 1w

SUCH ELECTIONe [ REITERATED DUR DESIKE FOR ARENUINE
NEGQTIATIONS, SUCH AS ALGERIANS HAD FINALLY HAD WITwu

FRENCHs

I8¢ RE CHINAs2 HE CALLED PRESIDENT NIXON'S TRIP
"INTELLIGENT STEP", WELCGMED BY ALLe« ALGERIA WAS
BEQUIDISTANT" BETWEEN CHINA» RUSSIA ANO AMERICA AND
NOULD KEMAIN THAT WAYe WHEN ALL THREE CAN WATCH MOOw
LANDING TOGETHERs» THERE MUST BE UNDEKSTANDING RETWErN
THEM. HE WELCOMED PRESIDENT'S TRIP TU MOSCOW IN SAMr
VEINe HE HAD NO SPECIAL OBLIGATION TO MOSCUW AND HA-
TOLD KOSYGIN DURING LAST VISIT THAT ~E (ROUMEDIENE)
WISHED TO SEE BOTH UeSe ANN UeSeSeRe FLEETS LEAVE
MESCITERRANEAN

11+ BOUMEDIENE RESERVED LONGEST SPEECH FOR MIDDLE E&ST,
ASKING FOUR RHETORICAL QRUESTIONS® (}) ARE THERE ARAR
LANDS UCCUPIED?® (2) ARE THERE OR ARE THERE NOT PALeSTINE
PEQPLE IN EXILE?: (3) DDES THIS SITUATION CONSTITUTE
THREAT TO PEACE?? (4) IS IT IN INTEREST OF UsS. TO
REMAIN SEEN IN ARAB WOKLD AS SnLE sSuUpPpORT OF ISRAEL=
ISRAEL HAS WON FIGHT AND WILL STAY SU LONG AS UeSe
SUPPORTS IT TECHNOLOGICALLY, BUT ARAKS WILL NOT GIVe UP.
UaSe WITH INTEREST IN ENERGY» CANNCT AFFORD [GNORE cACT
ARABS CONTROL MAJOR SOURCES OF FNERGYALGERIAN

SOLUTION IS PALESTINE IN WHICH JEWS AND ARARS COEXIcTH
ANY OTHER SOLUTION 15 MERELY PROLONGED ARMISTICE.
HOUMEDIENE ADDED HE STILL ARELIEVED #JeSe HAD POTENTI«L TO
INFLUENCE SITUATION AND wOULD SENEFIT SURSTANTIALLY BY
DOING 8Qe

—_—
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL
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12+ RE RELATIONS, BOUMEDIENE WOVE BILATERAL CONCERNG

WITH CONTINUING REFERENCE PROBLEM OF PALESTINE AND o

TEN PER CENT ALGERIANS WHO OIED DURING WAR WITH FREnCHe
HE EXPRESSED SATISFACTION AT "OPERATIONAL FRAMEWORK
QUR PRESENT RELATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGED THAT WHEN Usce
TONK 22 MILLION CUBIC METERS OF ALGERIAN GAS, THERE
WOULD HE SUBSTANTIAL RECIPROCITY IN EXPORTS, WHEN 1

EXPRESSED DESIRE RETURN TO WASHINGTON WITH CLEAR IDrFA

OF HOW HE SAW CIRCUMSTANCES FOR POSSIBLE RESUMPTION,

HE REPLIEDs "LOOK AT MY POSITIONe SYRIA, EGYPT, AND

SUNAN BROKE AT SAME TIME AS ALGERIAe HOW CAN I EXPLAIN

IT TO THEM IF I RESUME NOW?" HE AGREED RESUMPTION WaS

NOT MATTER OF PRINCIPLEs BUT MATTER OF TIME. HE AGRrED WHEN I
INTERPKETED KIS REMARKS TQ MEanN THAT WHILE

MIDDLE EAST REMAINED IMPORTANT CONSIQERATION, HE DIn NOT
EXCLUDE POSSIBILITY FINDING WHOLLY BILATERAL AND ECHANOMIC
BASIS FOR RESUMPTION ONCE PRESENT ECONOMIC PROJECTS
(PRIMARILY GAS) WERE APPROVEDe HE MENTIONED RESUMPTION

WITH WEST GERMANY, WHO HAD TAKEN YEAWR To REPLY TO

ALGERIAN OVERTURE. I TOLL HIM AS FAR AS UeS. WAS CO: -

CERNED» BALL IN HIS COURTs WE HAD DONE MANY EXCEPTIANAL
THINGS FOR ALGERIA. WE FORESAW ADVANTAGES TO BOTH Iw

HAVING FLAGS FLYING IN RESPECTIVE CASITALSe WE

CONSIDERED NEXT MOQVE UP TO THEMe HE ASKED IF THIS

MEANT CRITICISM OF ALGERIAN POSITION 1 REPLIED IT Wsas$

MERE STATEMENT OF FACT. HE AGREEDS

13« COMMENT ON MEETING AnND VISIT IN GENERAL WILL FOp LOW
IN SEPTELs GP=3
EAGLETON

QuUVES

-

ODUCED AT THE NATION
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